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Presiding judge and Judge-rapporteur  Camille Lignieres
Legally qualified judge Carine Gillet
Legally qualified judge Rute Lopes

LANGUAGE OF PROCEEDINGS: English

POINTS AT ISSUE: Request for Leave to Appeal

GROUNDS FOR THE ORDER

A confidentiality order has been ruled by the judge-rapporteur on 19/12/2023.

On 3/01/2024, the Abbott entities filed a request for leave to appeal pursuant Rule 220.2 of the
Rules of Procedure (RoP) concerning the said confidentiality order.

In parallel, on the same day, the Abbott entities filed a request for review by the panel the confi-
dentiality order ruled on 19/12/2023.

The request for leave to appeal filed by the Abbott entities on 3/01/2024 relates to a case man-
agement order issued by the judge-rapporteur which falls under Rule 333 RoP.

The UPC Court of Appeal ruled in its order of 11/01/2024 (n°486/2023, 86) that: “As a general
principle, unless provided otherwise, a case management decision or order made by the judge-
rapporteur or the presiding judge can only be appealed if such decision or order has first been
reviewed by the panel pursuant to Rule 333.1. This follows from the fact that it is only possible to
make a request for discretionary review to the Court of Appeal under Rule 220.3 RoP in the event
leave to appeal of an order of a panel is refused. Therefore, in such a situation, first a request
pursuant to Rule 333.1 must be made in order to obtain a panel decision, which can then — if
necessary — subsequently be the subject of an appeal under Rule 220.2 RoP if leave to appeal is
granted by the panel, or be the subject of a request for discretionary review under Rule 220.3
RoP if such leave is not granted.”



In the present case, the review procedure under Rule 333 RoP, concerning the confidentiality or-
der of 19 December 2023, is still pending.

Therefore, the requested leave to appeal under Rule 220.2 RoP is not admissible until it has been
reviewed by the panel pursuant to Rule 333.1 RoP.

ORDER

The Court does not allow the applicant to appeal the 19 December 2023 order.

Issued in Paris, on 24/01/2024.
Camille Ligniéres, Presiding judge and judge rapporteur,
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